Neglect or Nurture by Tasker, David
Avondale College 
ResearchOnline@Avondale 
Theology Papers and Journal Articles Faculty of Theology 
10-2011 
Neglect or Nurture 
David Tasker 
Avondale College of Higher Education, david.tasker@avondale.edu.au 
Follow this and additional works at: https://research.avondale.edu.au/theo_papers 
 Part of the Other Religion Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Tasker, D. (2011). Neglect or nurture. Adventist Record, 116(20), 4. Retrieved from http://record.net.au/ 
This Editorial is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty of Theology at ResearchOnline@Avondale. 
It has been accepted for inclusion in Theology Papers and Journal Articles by an authorized administrator of 
ResearchOnline@Avondale. For more information, please contact alicia.starr@avondale.edu.au. 
EDITORIAL
SOuTh  
PACIfIC
head of News & Editorial:   
Pastor Pablo Lillo 
Email: editor@record.net.au
Assistant Editor:  
Jarrod Stackelroth
Assistant Editor: 
Kent Kingston
Sales & Marketing: 
Dora Amuimuia
Copyeditor: 
Tracey Bridcutt
Graphic Designers:  
Loopeck Lim 
Communication assistant: 
Revona Govender
Letters: editor@record.net.au 
News & Photos: news@record.net.au 
Noticeboard: ads@record.net.au
record.net.au
Mail:  Adventist Media Network  
Locked bag 1115 
Wahroonga, NSW 2076, Australia
Phone:  (02) 9847 2222   
fax:  (02) 9847 2200
Subscriptions:   
RECORD mailed within Australia and 
New Zealand  
$A43.80 $NZ73.00  
Other prices on application  
Printed fortnightly 
subscriptions@record.net.au
Executive Publishers 
Senior Consulting Editor: 
Dr Barry Oliver
Director of Communication: 
James Standish
                  twitter.com/RECORDadventist
Official news magazine of the  
South Pacific Division  
Seventh-day Adventist Church
ABN 59 093 117 689
Vol 116 No 20
Cover credit: Reuben Ennor
“Aboriginal Pastor Johnny Murison emerged 
on the smoke-clouded stage to start the 
celebration.”
NEws
3 Church celebrates 75 years
6 Ministry reaches ‘alone’ women
7 Avondale a five-star experience
10 Students surveyed on Ellen White
FEaTuREs
15 A life that matters
16 Ellen White: asset or liability?
17 Adventure for Prophet
COlumNs
9 Opinion
12 Opening His Word
14  Record Rewind
20 Why I became an Adventist
10
13
16
CONTENTS
Neglect or nurture   
David Tasker
His bumper sticker said it all. On the back win-
dow of an old pick-up, parked in the driveway of a 
rundown house, was the statement, “End terrorism–ban religion!” At the edge of his 
yard was another sign, explaining that he was letting native bush take over “as a gift 
to his neighbours”. He believed he was giving them a reserve in their own street in 
which native flora and fauna could flourish. But his tall weeds and piles of rubbish 
looked more like a refuge for rats. Probably the only gift he was giving to his neigh-
bours was a continuous supply of live food for their cats.
People don’t need cynical bumper stickers. They need authentic people who live 
balanced lives and whose friendship they value. As Ellen White put it so cogently, 
“If we would humble ourselves before God, and be kind and courteous and tender-
hearted and pitiful, there would be one hundred conversions to the truth where now 
there is only one” (9T 189).
I was interested to read of a Mr Anderson who was driven out of the Church by 
people misusing Ellen White’s writings. He’s not the only one. Later, he attended the 
Napier camp meeting in New Zealand in 1893, and after listening to Ellen White in 
person, re-joined the Church.  
Time is too short to allow our piles of neglect to be masqueraded as beneficial to 
the community of believers. But neither do we need the destructive blasts of self-
proclaimed reformers in our midst. 
This edition of RECORD celebrates the legacy that Ellen White left us. I invite you 
to dust off one of her books and read it afresh. Ignore both the “terrorists” and the 
piles of neglect and let this prophetic voice rekindle your “first love”. Move from 
the neighbourhood of the guy with the cynical bumper sticker, and follow our friend 
Anderson’s lead.
Dr David Tasker is Spirit of Prophecy coordinator for the South Pacific Division.
